E-Mai | Conmment Recei ved

November 2, 2006

NEPA Moder ni zati on (CE)

Attn: Associate Director for NEPA Oversight
722 Jackson Place N. W

Washi ngton DC 20503

Re: Commrents on Proposed Gui dance
Council on Environnental Quality
The National Environnmental Policy Act
Establ i shing, Revising, and Using Categorical
Excl usi ons under the National Environmental Policy Act

Dear Sir or Madam

For the love of all that's right and holy, what are you
guys doing?? |'ve read the National Registry verbiage on
the CE vs EIS vs EA and can't believe the waste! There
were nore trees lost in printing that bit al one than you'l
ever hope to protect. Let ne offer a suggestion that you
m ght want to apply across the board in future plans.

1) Hire people with compn sense.

2) Al'l ow sai d people to apply sane.

3) Make it a crime to deter and/or detract fromthe
i npl enentation of these procedures. (Professional postcard
witers representing the "Black Spotted, 5 |egged,
neut ered, South Anmerican Mgrating Dung Beetle" for
exanpl e)

4) Get the FS and the BLM on the sane page. (The BLM
has the know edge, database, and procedural outline to do a
good job if the bureaucrats are kept out of the way. The
FS carries too nuch baggage and too many power starved
bi ol ogists to do a proper job of evaluation.)

5) And yes | know " The BLMis under regulations and
the FS runs by laws." That is the problenm The ANTI-
EVERYTHI NG groups got it figured out and now the FS has
beconme a jobs program for the Federal Governnent. Now
they' ve targeted the BLMand will do the sane to them

Why does the seism c industry have to explain to you guys
each and every tinme that we run a | ow i npact operation that
isinand out in very little tine and in nost cases | eave
little or no trace that we were ever there. Require



bondi ng, require prior permt procedures that are

consi stent across boundaries, require docunentation of
conpletion etc. But please, don't ask us to nonitor and
protect prairie dogs on a FS tract while sportsnen are
shooting themon the adjacent 40 acre tract controlled by
the BLM Don't deny usage of a two-track road to the
seism c crew when hunters, ranchers and bird watchers can
use the same without restriction. Don't require some phony
radius of protection to a bird that is still hunted every
season. Don't deny access to frozen grounds in the w nter
because the orange flagging m ght be a sight blem sh on the
"pristine" |andscape. (See nunber one above- soy based
spray paint doesn't last long on the snow in North Dakota
inthe winter!)

| could go on with exanples of five (5) year delays to
permt a 40 acre offset well in the m ddle of the Powder
River Basin on | ands that were once honesteaded and ranched
but now fall under the FS "Vision of Serenity" program but
enough i s enough. Let us get on with seismc exploration
in order to reduce our dependency on outside sources. Let
"mul tiple use”" nmean just that. Allow agencies to use
common sense and reduce the paper |load and | oss of their
time as well as that of industry.

Thank You,

Wayne L. Ewert
1422 Valley H's RD
Billings, MI 59105



