Attachment 9A

Explanatory Note for Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Report
The following information addresses the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) spreadsheet on the status of NEPA compliance for DHS projects/activities receiving funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  

1.  NEPA is not applicable to TAFS 70-0708-2009 \ 2010, FEMA Emergency Food and Shelter, Recovery Act, because DHS performs purely an administrative function to support a committee of federal and non-federal members, chaired by the Red Cross, that determines which activities should receive funding. 
2.  The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Explosive Detection Systems’ 16 projects/activities (“Installation and improvements to baggage conveyor systems at Federalized airports”) were grouped together because all 16 were categorically excluded.  As a part of the application of the categorical exclusion, all environmental review requirements were considered to ensure that there are no extraordinary circumstances.  When it was determined that the program of activities was categorically excluded, all federal environmental reviews and documents were also completed.  
3. The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Explosive Detection Systems’ 5 projects/activities (“Facility modifications projects to deploy Advanced Surveillance Systems) were grouped together because all 5 were categorically excluded.  As a part of the application of the categorical exclusion, all environmental review requirements were considered to ensure that there are no extraordinary circumstances.  When it was determined that the program of activities was categorically excluded, all federal environmental reviews and documents were also completed.  
4. The entry for the CBP funding for Non-intrusive Inspection Systems shows $1,944,478 in obligations, but no NEPA actions.  The reason for this is because the actions requiring NEPA review are not yet sufficiently defined and CBP has been obligating funds for salaries and expenses for purposes of defining the proposed actions so that the appropriate level of NEPA review for meaningful environmental review can determined and then completed.  
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