Attachment 26A

Explanatory Note for U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Report
No new USAID projects or activities have been added through June 30, 2009.  USAID will dedicate ARRA funds received to date to contribute towards the cost of completing the development and rollout of the Global Acquisition and Assistance System (GLAAS).  

Current obligations of ARRA funds focus on preliminary design and implementation work and developing the proposed development and rollout of GLAAS to the point that the proposal can be meaningfully reviewed for its environmental effects.

GLAAS is a software development project and is not expected to have significant environmental impacts because it involved services and equipment at existing facilities and will not exceed the carrying capacity of those facilities.  For example, existing water use and traffic patterns are not expected to experience increases that would have the potential for significant environmental effects.  USAID is in the process of developing its National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) procedures to address activities funded by the operating expense accounts, such as those receiving funding under Division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  
USAID expects to publish its proposed NEPA procedures in August 2009. 
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