Attachment 21A

Explanatory Note for National Aeronautics & Space Administration (NASA) Report
As of June 30, 2009 NASA had a total obligation of $8,254,711 under the Cross-Agency Support Program: Institutional Investment Activities at the Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas (TAPS Number 80-0121).  To date, NASA has completed nine Categorical Exclusions (CE) in support of Cross-Agency Support Program projects and activities.  
NASA had not received or obligated funds under Science (TAPS 80-119), Exploration (TAPS 80-123), or Aeronautics (TAPS 80-125).   NEPA actions for Science, Exploration, and Aeronautics will be reported on future CEQ reports as funding is received and obligated.  

The NASA report used the following explanations and guidelines:  

1. Total Obligation is defined as “a binding agreement that will result in outlays, immediately or in the future.  Budgetary resources must be available before obligations can be incurred legally. This term includes obligations as well as recoveries of the current and prior year obligations.  Recoveries of prior year obligations are reported as budgetary resources in budget execution reporting rather than as obligations” (per the OMB Updated Implementing Guidance for the ARRA of 2009, dated April 3, 2009).  

2. Categorical Exclusions (CE) are reported under the same Title/Program and Project/Activity if they are similar in nature.  For example, CEs for roof replacements and building repairs at Johnson Space Center due to Hurricane Ike in 2008 will be reported under a single Project/Activity entitled “Hurricane Repairs at JSC” and include nine individual facility repair projects and activities.  This same methodology will be used for Environmental Assessments (EAs) and Environmental Impact Statements (EISs).   In the case where several CE’s are grouped together under the same Project/Activity, the “Date NEPA is Done” will reflect the date the most recent CE was completed.
3. Date of Completion for CEs fall into one of three categories: (1) the date a Record of Environmental Consideration (REC) was signed; (2) The date an environmental checklist was completed for an action not requiring a REC; or (3) the date either the NASA HQ NEPA Program Manager or Center NEPA Manager determined that the project/activity fell under a CE and no REC was required. 
4. Three additional CEs were added for Cross Agency Support Activities - Hurricane Repairs at JSC after the April 9, 2009 report.  
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