



Attachment 11A
Explanatory Note for Department of Interior (DOI) Report

The spreadsheets provided by DOI includes spreadsheets from all bureaus and offices receiving funds under Division A of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and required to report the status of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance for projects/activities.  Spreadsheets are provided for: National Park Service (NPS); Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA); U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS); Office of Wildland Fire Coordination (OWFC); U.S. Geological Survey (USGS); Central Utah Completion Account (CUCA); Bureau of Reclamation (BR); and Bureau of Land Management (BLM)).  
 
The BIA has 541 road and bridge repair and restoration projects listed as categorical exclusions (CEs) as of June 30.  If during the CE review process extraordinary circumstances are found to exist, further environmental review (in the form of an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)) will be prepared.

The FWS project/activity description list in the report contains a total of 525 approved projects. For example, FWS Habitat-Fisheries reported 29 projects/activities (spreadsheet lines 475-504) involving deferred maintenance, e.g. rehabilitation and repair of FWS facilities.  These actions were deemed to be CEs, while some projects are in the planning stages and the appropriate level of NEPA compliance has not been determined as of June 30.

Please note a small portion of funds being used for Hazardous Fuels Reduction – WUI program by the OWFC are for administrative costs and that amount is included in the amount of obligations reported.  

Several other Departmental bureaus have also incurred costs with respect to administration of ARRA-funded projects. However, these costs are well below the 5% level allowable for such activities. 

Bureaus/offices have reported several projects in their respective reports where the NEPA completion dates are more than five years old.  For some of these projects a look back review has confirmed that there are no new circumstances or information relevant to environmental concerns and bearing on the proposed action or its impacts and no new NEPA documentation will be necessary.  For those projects where a look back review has not been completed, bureaus/offices will complete such a review prior to initiating any action with respect to the project. 

Several DOI bureaus (BR, FWS, & NPS) have withdrawn projects. A number of these projects were withdrawn because of factors such as the need for additional planning and information, discovery of certain hazardous substances, or when a non-federal sponsor decided to withdraw project from consideration under ARRA. 

There are several reasons for the number of ARRA projects/activities that have NEPA reviews pending.  For example, where a categorical exclusion is pending the proposals are being developed to the point where the review can determine whether or not there are any extraordinary circumstances that raise environmental concerns and require further review.   Currently, the NEPA reviews for those projects/activities are being concluded.  Similar planning development is occurring and the environmental reviews have begun for projects/activities requiring Environmental Assessments (EAs).  Further, most of the BIA’s projects require Tribal input, including allowing Tribes, where appropriate, for NEPA compliance and BIA is working with the Tribes to move these projects forward expeditiously.  Many of the currently pending projects/activities are expected to be completed during the next reporting period.  
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