Attachment 4A

Explanatory Note for Department of Commerce (DOC) Report

None of the obligations reported involve construction or other related activities that may have impacts on the environment:

· NIST Scientific and Technical Research and Services (STRS): $7,120,114 for research, competitive grants, additional research fellowships and advanced research and measurement.   
· NTIA Digital-To-Analog Converter Box Program (DTACBP): $462,906,943 to develop and maintain a coupon program for consumers wanting to purchase an analog converter box for their television.   
· NTIA Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP): $65,547,926 was a transfer to Dept. of Interior to manage procurement on behalf of NTIA.  The procurement has not yet been awarded.  The contract will be for grant management support services.   
· Census Periodic Censuses and Programs (PCP): $2,774,512 for Census is all salaries and related internal expenses.  

NOAA ORF: provides a small portion of funds (internal salaries and expenses) used to cover ESA Section 7 consultations involving ARRA funded projects. NEPA is not applicable as this funding is for actions that are purely administrative (e.g. salaries and expenses) or ministerial.
The NOAA Office of Habitat Conservation is proposing to administer 50 projects/activities under the spreadsheet entry for NOAA Operations, Research and Facilities (ORF), Habitat Restoration (lines 1-4).  Those projects/activities are to restore coastal and marine habitats through a phased or “tiered” NEPA approach based on the state of technological development of the proposed projects/activities

.

· Projects on line one, called “full project implementation”, and line two, called “Phase 1”, fall within the scope of a 2002 Programmatic Environmental Assessment (PEA) for the Community-based Restoration Program and a 2006 Supplemental PEA to award grants.  These 18 projects required no further review and are addressed in a Decision Memo completed on June 17, 2009.
·  The 32 projects on line two are having NEPA completed in a phased approach.  All NEPA analysis and documentation has been completed for the initial phase which includes project administration and design, feasibility studies, plus implementation for certain components of the project.  
· The second phase reported on lines 3-4, are projects/activities for which the first phase provides information necessary to evaluate effects and have been determined to either have no potential for effect in the environment (e.g. engineering designs) or to otherwise fall within the analysis in the PEA and Supplemental PEA (e.g. field investigations for feasibility studies).  The second phase will analyze impacts of the proposed activities that cannot be assessed at this time because the proposed projects/activities were not developed to the point that meaningful analysis could be accomplished and those projects/activities may raise environmental issues.  At the present time, DOC projects that the actions and potential effects those projects/activities on line 3 will be adequately addressed in the pending PEA and those on line 4 will fall within the actions and effects analyzed in existing Environmental Impact Statements.   
Please note that all other reported “Date NEPA Done” projects reflect the dates that the NOAA NEPA Coordinator signed the CE memos or concurred with an Environmental Assessment/Finding of No Significant Impact.
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