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Explanatory Note for Natural Resources & Conservation Service (NRCS) Report
NRCS has three programs funded through American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009:  Floodplain Easements, Watershed Operations, and Watershed Rehabilitation.  NRCS has two treasury symbols for program funding because Floodplain Easements and Watershed Operations share the same treasury symbol (Treasury Symbol: 12-1073).  
As previously reported, NRCS has 27 projects approved for funding under the Watershed Rehabilitation Program.  Of those 27 approved projects, 13 have completed environmental documentation:

· Six projects have Environmental Assessments (EA), and 
· Seven have a State-wide Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS), which is tiered to using the Agency’s environmental evaluation process.
For the completion dates of the six EAs, the date of the last Finding of No Significant Impact was issued.  For the seven other actions, tiering to the State-wide PEIS, the citation for completion is the signature date of the Record of Decision.  
NRCS has funded 377 projects for the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program. These projects will be focused on floodplain easement and watershed operation improvements.   Of the 377 projects funded under this treasury symbol, 289 projects are for floodplain easement restoration actions.  These projects have environmental reviews that tier to the PEIS for the Emergency Watershed Program, and as a result, NRCS is utilizing the PEIS and Record of Decision date for reporting environmental compliance for these actions.  For those projects with more than one NEPA action, NRCS aggregated the information and used the date of the latest decision making document for the completion date. 
NRCS has withdrawn one project since the last report. The project in question was the removal of a dam in Georgia.  After field verification, it was determined that the dam was a low hazard dam and not a high hazard dam. NRCS staff also determined that the hazards were not actually in the breach zone. Because the dam is a low hazard dam, it is not eligible for Watershed Rehabilitation funding. 
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